
A message from the Head of School 

Welcome to the first of  the new format newsletters from the trust 

which will be sent out monthly throughout the year. In the weeks in 

between we will continue to send out a short newsletter as before with 

key information and updates. 

As you are aware, absences due to COVID 19 have been quite high 

this week, especially in Bucehayes class, which has led to us 

postponing  parents evenings and the Easter performance by 

Quantock class. We are confident that the current COVID spike will  

decrease and that we will be able to go ahead with these events in the 

last week of term. 

News from the Trust 

News from The Redstart Learning Partnership 

All our schools have been extremely busy so far this term.  We have 

had a number of events and activities taking place from world book 

day, to tree planting, to red nose day, to the Ukraine appeal which 

raised over £2000 for the Red Cross.  The planting of the sunflower 

seeds was a fabulous show of unity by all our pupils and we would like 

to thank Monkton Elm garden centre for their kind generosity in 

supplying the compost and seeds. 

Minerva Primary welcomed Sir Edward Davey to school last week 

which supported the pupils learning about democracy and allowed the 

year 5/6 class to practice their debating skills.  Winsham Primary 

welcomed Bishop Ruth, the Bishop of Taunton, to celebrate their 

reinstatement to CofE status.   This is just a few of the wonderful 

things taking place at our schools this term and there is lots more to 

come, please visit our websites to find out more.  

Like many schools across the country our schools have been 

struggling with staff and pupils absence due to covid.  We would like to 

offer our sincere thanks to all our staff that are working so incredibly 

hard to keep classes open and also a thank you to you for your 

understanding. Suzanne Flack made an appearance on BBC Points 

West on Wednesday participating in a news report detailing the 

current staffing and attendance situation in schools due to covid. 

There are two weeks left of this term and we are looking forward to 

some more glorious sunshine and seeing what exciting learning and 

activities will take place on the run up to Easter. 

Head of School:  Mr C Hellawell 

 Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 5th-7th 

April 

 Friday 8th April—last day of Spring Term 

 Monday 25th April—back to school 

Summer Term  

 Monday 2nd May—Bank holiday 

 Friday 27th May INSET Day 

 Monday 30th May—Friday 3rd June 

HALF TERM  

 Friday 22nd July—last day of Summer 

Term  
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Featherlake’s caterpillars! 



Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Stockland Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety 

is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The 

school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr Clive Hellawell and our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are 

Miss Natalie Martin and Mrs Cara Gilmour-White.  Our Safeguarding Trustee is Mrs  

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone 

Devon MASH on  

There is lots of online safety advice on our website.    

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update 

our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

Unauthorised Term Time Leave 

Thank you to our families for ensuring holiday are not taken during school term-time.  A reminder regarding Term 

Time Leave is in our school’s Attendance Policy, which can be found on our website. 

In line with government expectations and local county guidance, unauthorised term time absence equating to 10 or 

more sessions will likely incur a Penalty Notice of £60 per parent/carer per child. 

By ensuring your child is in school on time, every day you are helping them to achieve their best. 

 

School Office 

We have welcomed Mrs Sue Wilson into the school office.  She has been here since mid February and is starting to 
get to know all the families.  She is our point of contact for any messages or help on Mondays all day and Tuesday 
and Wednesday mornings.   

From Monday 28th March we will also welcome Mrs Vicky Eul-Barker to the office team as the Office Manager.  We 
look forward to having a full team in the office. 

Attendance Breakdown: (28th Feb—18 Mar)

Class One - 98.22% 

Class Two  - 91.15% 

Class Three - 95.41% 

Class Four - 94.96% 

 

Whole School - week beginning... 

28.02.22—94.16% 

07.03.22—95.93% 

14.03.22—93.7% 

Our Values for this week: 

This week we have been thinking about Acceptance of others as part of our programme of Lent 

themed Collective Worship. 



Featherlake 

It’s been a very exciting week for us in Featherlake, our caterpillars are now chrysalides! Today we transferred them 
into their butterfly net and we hope they will emerge before the Easter Holidays. We are keeping our fingers 
crossed.  
 
 
As part of our growing project, we have planted seeds in various places to explore what a plant needs to grow. We 
have also planted broad beans in plastic sandwich bags so that we can see the roots growing to help us identify the 
parts of a plant. Next week we will be completing a practical Science activity to look more closely at the different 
parts and what their special job is. 
 

Horner  

Horner Class have had a very exciting visit from Professor Dillon this week.  Professor Dillon is a scientist from 

Exeter University and is working with the children to investigate ‘how the launch conditions affect the distance a 

rocket travels’.  In our introduction to the project on Monday, we launched a variety of rockets – both stomp and 

water rockets to see how they worked.  Today the children have been planning their investigations, which they will 

present on a zoom to Professor Dillon on Monday.  They have come up with some fantastic ideas for investigations 

including looking at how the wind direction affects the distance the rocket travels, the size of the cones and fins, the 

materials of the cones/fins or whether the weather (sun, rain, wind) will have an impact.  The professor will then 

return to conduct the science investigations with the children.  We have been successful in gaining a grant from the 

‘Royal Society’ in order to run the project and the children will have the opportunity to learn from our exciting 

resources such as a weather station and a 3D printer.  

Quantock  

Quantock Class have been busy getting closer to nature again. Last week we made natural dyes from onion skins, 

red cabbage, nettles and tumeric and used them to decorate miniature cotton tunics. This week, we have taken 

advantage of the lovely weather and spent a lot of time learning outdoors in our garden area. This has inspired a 

range of fabulous fairy tales, poems and flyers. We've also decorated the playground outside our classroom with 

runes - Anglo-Saxon writing! Finally, although we have put our retelling of the Easter story on hold temporarily, we 

can't wait to share it with you - we think it's fab!  

 

Bucehayes 

This week we have been a small but elite team in school, gradually getting to 50 % left in class and teacher 

down.  Our maths learning this week has been algebra for year 6 and converting measures for year 5.  We 

interrupted this with an interesting lesson outside on how to make the numbers 1 to 20 with just using 4 fours, with 

some great work and resilience from the children.  In English our writing this week has been to take the Ancient 

Greek story of King Midas who was granted a wish to turn everything into gold and create our own version. What 

would you wish for?  We watched an old skittles advert to see how the idea could work in a different way. 

We have started our work on Life Cycles in science, looking at plants this week.  Those in school dissected daffodils 

and lilies to identify the reproductive parts of a flower.  Computing has been a firm favourite lesson where we have 

started learning how to build a website using google sites, it seems we have some future entrepreneurs in our ranks 

with all their ideas.  Hopefully next week will see pupils start to come back into school once they are recovered and 

have tested negative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wellington Come and Sing 2022 

Our school choir of 10 children from years 4 to 6, spent the afternoon on Saturday rehearsing with 200 other children 

and then performed a concert in the evening to parents.  It was an amazing event with brilliant singing and the 

children were fantastic.  Special mention goes to Megan and Alfie who overcame their nerves to take part in the solo 

sing off, singing beautifully. A massive thank you to the parents for the beautiful flowers they have given me: it was a 

pleasure to listen and sing with your children. 

 

Notices 

HAF (Holiday Activity & Food) programmes are running this year through Devon County Council funded by The 

Department of Education. These courses are FREE to children receiving benefit related FSM (Free School Meals). 

We would like to make families aware of our course running in the Easter school holidays at: 

 Honiton LED Leisure Centre 

The main purpose of our HAF programme is to ensure that children are safe, actively engaged and receive a 

nutritious meal daily. The programme is full of activities from football coaching, tennis, cricket and other multi-sports 

activities. There will also be animal sensory experiences, arts and crafts activities, nutritional education and an 

awards and certificate ceremony given to every participant at the end of the programme. 

 This course is FREE to families that receive benefit related FSM (Free School Meals). We have limited spaces of 50 

children at this venue. Bookings will run on a first come first serve basis. 

 Please would you be kind enough to send this letter out to families and make them aware of this programme, 

through any way that you feel is appropriate. Either on an information noticeboard or through your school 

newsletter. Full details and information about the course and the booking process can be found on our 

website www.healthyappetiteandactivities.co.uk. 

 We are excited to announce that this Easter we have Nathan from Go-Kart party facilitating our enrichment 

sessions. 

 All bookings have to be completed online, through our easy to use booking form 

at www.healthyappetiteandactivities.co.uk. 

 

D M Coaching 

DM Coaching' is again running the popular school holiday football camp, in the Easter Holidays.   Flyers for the 

Easter Holiday Football Camp and the brand new Multi-Sport & Woodland Adventure Camp have been given out in 

hard copy to children.  Please contact the office if you have not received one. 

 

Lost  Coat 

On Tuesday afternoon this week, Jamie in Year 5 left his new blue raincoat on the bench in the children's play park 

at Stockland village hall. When he went back to collect it half an hour later it had gone. I am hoping that some kind 

parent has picked it up and then forgotten to drop it into school for him. It should have his name in it as it was 

only bought recently for the trip to Pixie's Holt. If your children were playing there on Tuesday after school please 

could you check if you have it and if so could you drop it into school on Monday for us or let the school know where I 

can pick it up from?  Thank you.  

School lunches— new menu starts after Easter holidays 

A new menu has been produced by Edwards and Ward. It will start on Monday 25th April after the Easter holidays.  

ParentPay already has the new options added so please make sure you have booked your meals by Wednesday 

20th April to be in time for the first week of  Summer Term.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


